Services and Meetings this week

St. Martin’s, St. Kenelm’s & Tresham Church: open weekdays 10 — 6pm
St. Mary’s opens daily 9am —6pm.

Monday 8™ December

10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry & Dawes

Tuesday 9" December
2.30pm Reflection Group at St. Mary’s

Wednesday 10" December

9.30am Holy Communion Service at St. Mary’s Tyndale
10.15am Coffee and chat after the communion service
Quiet Day at St. Mary’s

Thursday 11t December
7.30pm Finance meeting at St. Mary’s

Friday 12" December

1.15pm Blue Coat School Rehearsal at St. Mary’s Benefice
5.15pm Junior Choir Practice at St. Mary’s .
6.15pm Senior Choir Practice at St. Mary’s Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth
Saturday 13" December North Nibley
7.30pm Oriana Christmas Concert at St. Mary’s Alderley (1nclud1ng Tresham)
th _7rd
Sunday 14" December : 34 Sunday qf ’Advent Sunday 7th December 2025
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s nd
10.00am Family Service at St. Mary’s 2 Sunday of Advent
Principal Reading (from the Lectionary) Services
I*" Reading: 35: 1-10 —_— . . .
ond Readilfg' James 5 7-10 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s
Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11 10.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
T T T T T S N T
. Clergy: . Collect
> Rev Lesley Hewish 07827 418188 / vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk N O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power
.. Rev Peter Marsh 01453 547521 / pcemarsh@gmail.com N
. . and come among us,
< Please do not call after 6pm < i . .
Rev Canon Jane Kenchington 07779 991 760 / janekenchington@gmail.com and with great might succour us, ‘
A (Part Time) ~  that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
. Revd Peter Fewings 07795 206590 / ptfewings@gmail.com N we are grievously hindered
“ Vicar’s Secretary & Benefice Administrator: g in running the race that is set before us,
. Kate Cropper Office Open: Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10 — 12pm

your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver us;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 01453 842175

~ Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth Churchwardens:
Mrs Kate Tutty stmaryschurchwardenwotton@gmail.com / 01453 844371

7 Safeguarding — Gillian Carpenter, Shelley Ratcliffe, Rachel Tooley, Lesley Hewish to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,

", —07827 418188 wottonsafeguarding@tyndalebenefice.co.uk ", be honour and glory, now and for ever.
Director of Music:

P Mr Jed Hughes 07761 748044 / directorofmusicstmarys@gmail.com P or

.. North Nibley Churchwarden: N

* Mr John Hay 07973 327881  admin@northnibleychurch.uk > Almighty God,

. ngeguardmg officer — Rev Lesley Hewish 07827 418188 / . purify our hearts and minds,
vicar@tyndalebenefic.co.uk . .

; . . > that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as

- Alderley (including Tresham) Churchwardens: . . .

* Mrs Kay Pettifer 07850 345978 < judge and saviour o

.. Mrs Susan Whitfield 01666 890 338 & Safeguarding officer N we may be ready to receive him,

“ www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk ﬁ St Mary’s Wotton “ who is our Lord and our God.
www.northnibleychurch.uk

N N N
Did you know — that St. Martin’s produces an audio service which is available .
every week? The clergy (& others) take it in turns & you can listen to it here: Post Communion Prayer
https://northnibleychurch.uk/recorded-services/ All the services are on here, so you Father in heaven,
listen at your leisure. It’s for everyone, so do spread the word. who sent your Son to redeem the world

and will send him again to be our judge:
Christingle Making give us grace so to imitate him
r{ in the humility and purity of his first coming
. Tuesday 23 December 4
&2 that, when he comes again,
- . mince pie between 10 and 12 to We may be I'Cady to greet hlm
support the work of the with joyful love and firm faith;

Children's Saciety through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We are making 500 Christingles
fram 9.15 amwards in the church

Come and have coffee and a

Gospel Acclamation
If wou would like to help, make Alleluia alleluia
hrlsth bake mince pi ’ ' - -
cf,“'t::tn:;: :L“:;T;:;':;;; Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God.
All: Alleluia.
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Principal Readings - Lectionary

1% Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10

!' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots.

2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall be in the fear
of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by
what his ears hear; *but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked. > Righteousness shall be the belt around his
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. ¢ The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put
its hand on the adder’s den. ° They will not hurt or destroy on all my
holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea. '°On that day the root of Jesse
shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Psalm 72: 1-2, 4

! Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a
king's son. 2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and your
poor with justice.  May he defend the cause of the poor of the
people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.

2"d Reading: Romans 15: 4-13

For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of
the scriptures we might have hope.

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live
in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant
of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he
might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises
to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his
people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the
peoples praise him";

and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who
rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope."

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8: 19-23

Y For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; ?° for the creation was subjected to futility, not of
its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2!
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2> We
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains
until now; 2* and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

Colossians 3: 5-11

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ® On
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. " These are the ways you also once followed, when you
were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things—
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. ® Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off
the old self with its practices !° and have clothed yourselves with
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the

image of its creator. ! In that renewal there is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and
free; but Christ is all and in all!

Gospel: Matthew 3: 1-12

"'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of
the Lord, make his paths straight.' " * Now John wore clothing of
camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. ° Then the people of Jerusalem and all
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, ¢
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. ° Do
not presume to say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as our
ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. ° Even now the axe is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.

1" baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. !> His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire."

For your prayers:

For the family and friends of:

Daphne Morris whose funeral is at St. Martin’s on Monday 8%
December at 10.30am

Russell Alway whose funeral was at Westerleigh on 4" December.
Pete Roberts (Pete the Print) whose funeral is at St. Mary’s on
Wednesday 17" December at 11am.

Prayer Chain/Ministry - There is a group of people who will pray
for you. To request prayer contact Joan Deveney (01453 844370) or
Pat Forster (01453 842557). The Prayer Chain operates for a
fortnight, unless otherwise requested.

There is also a notebook outside the Catherine Chapel for written
prayer requests too.

If you miss the names of the people being prayed for on a Sunday,
please contact the office for a copy.

In December, please pray for Holy Cross Church and it’s
congregation

*xkkk NOTICES **%**
Saturday 6™ December — during Christmas under The Edge
(CUTE), The Living Crib will be performed. Please go and support
them!

Saturday 6" December — St. Mary’s Church will host Handels
Messiah. Starting at 7pm. The Amadeus Orchestra is joining up
with St. Mary’s choirs to provide a wonderful concert. Tickets are
available from 3 Choirs - Three Choirs Festival | Three Choirs
Festival

St. Mary’s Christmas Greetings Tree — will be situated by the
Font for you to add your best wishes to your friends and St. Mary’s
Family.

Remembering the Homeless at Christmas — St. Mary’s annual
collection for the Julian Trust Night Shelter in Bristol will be on
Sunday 14" December. For Gift Aid forms or further information
please contact Dot Moss (844886).

Quiet Day at St. Mary’s — Wednesday 10" December 10 — 3pm.
Come and spend some quiet time at St. Mary’s reflecting on the
women of the Navity. Sign up sheet is at the back of St. Mary’s
Church.
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