
Services and Meetings this week      

St. Martin’s, St. Kenelm’s & Tresham Church: open weekdays 10 – 6pm 
St. Mary’s opens daily 9am –4pm.  
 

Monday 29th December – Office Closed 

10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry & Dawes 
    

Tuesday 30th December – Office Closed 
   

 

Wednesday 31st December – New Year’s Eve 

  9.30am Holy Communion Service at St. Mary’s 

10.15am Coffee and Chat after morning service 

  6.00pm New Year’s Eve Concert at St. Mary’s 
 

Thursday 1st January 2026 – New Years Day 

Office Closed 
 

Friday 2nd January – Office Closed 

  6.15pm Senior Choir Practice at St. Mary’s 
 

Saturday 3rd January  
   

Sunday 4th January – Epiphany 

  9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 

10.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

No Service at Tresham Church 
 

Principal Reading (from the Lectionary)  

1st Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6 

2nd Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-12 

Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12 
     

Clergy: 

Rev Lesley Hewish 07827 418188 / vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 

Rev Peter Marsh 01453 547521 / pcemarsh@gmail.com 

Please do not call after 6pm 

Rev Canon Jane Kenchington      07779 991 760 / janekenchington@gmail.com   
              (Part Time) 

Revd Peter Fewings               07795 206590 / ptfewings@gmail.com 

 

Vicar’s Secretary & Benefice Administrator: 

Kate Cropper        Office closed until w/c 5th January 2026 

office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 01453 842175   

 

Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth Churchwardens: 

Mrs Kate Tutty stmaryschurchwardenwotton@gmail.com / 01453 844371  
Safeguarding – Gillian Carpenter, Shelley Ratcliffe, Rachel Tooley, Lesley Hewish  

– 07827 418188   wottonsafeguarding@tyndalebenefice.co.uk  
 

Director of Music: 

Mr Jed Hughes        07761 748044 / directorofmusicstmarys@gmail.com 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 

Mr John Hay       07973 327881     admin@northnibleychurch.uk 

Safeguarding officer – Rev Lesley Hewish 07827 418188 /  
vicar@tyndalebenefic.co.uk  
 

Alderley (including Tresham) Churchwardens: 

Mrs Kay Pettifer       07850 345978 

Mrs Susan Whitfield       01666 890 338 & Safeguarding officer 

www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk        St Mary’s Wotton 

www.northnibleychurch.uk 
 

 

 

Did you know – that St. Martin’s produces an audio service which is available 

every week? The clergy (& others) take it in turns & you can listen to it here: 

https://northnibleychurch.uk/recorded-services/  All the services are on here, so you 
listen at your leisure. It’s for everyone, so do spread the word. 
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Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley 

Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday 28th December 2025 

The Holy Innocents 
 

 

Services 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 

  9.30am Angels Service at St. Mary’s 

 

 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, 

whose children suffered at the hands of Herod, 

though they had done no wrong: 

by the suffering of your Son 

and by the innocence of our lives 

frustrate all evil designs 

and establish your reign of justice and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spriit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

in your humility you have stooped to share our human life 

With the most defenceless of your children: 

may we who have received these gifts of your passion 

rejoice in celebrating the witness of the Holy Innocents 

to the purity of your sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross; 

for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

The word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory. 

All: Alleluia. 
 

 

mailto:vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk
mailto:pcemarsh@gmail.com
mailto:janekenchington@gmail.com
mailto:ptfewings@gmail.com
mailto:office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk
mailto:stmaryschurchwardenwotton@gmail.com
mailto:wottonsafeguarding@tyndalebenefice.co.uk
mailto:directorofmusicstmarys@gmail.com
mailto:admin@northnibleychurch.uk
mailto:vicar@tyndalebenefic.co.uk
http://www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk/
http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
https://northnibleychurch.uk/recorded-services/


Principal Readings - Lectionary 

1st Reading: Jeremiah 31: 15-17 
15Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and 

bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be 

comforted for her children, because they are no more. 
16 Thus says the Lord: Keep your voice from weeping, and your 

eyes from tears; for there is a reward for your work, says the Lord: 

they shall come back from the land of the enemy; 
17 there is hope for your future, says the Lord: your children shall 

come back to their own country. 
 

 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 26-29 
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 

were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 

that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,29so that no 

one might boast in the presence of God. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-end 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee 

to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 

search for the child, to destroy him." 
14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 

went to Egypt,15and remained there until the death of Herod. This 

was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he 

was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 

Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 

that he had learned from the wise men.17Then was fulfilled what 

had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, 

because they are no more." 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20"Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 

child's life are dead." 
21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the 

land of Israel.22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 

Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And 

after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 

Galilee.23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 

what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He 

will be called a Nazorean." 

 
 

For your prayers: 

For the family and friends of: 

Pete Roberts (Pete the Print) whose funeral was at St. Mary’s on  

17th December. 
 

Prayer Chain/Ministry - There is a group of people who will pray 

for you. To request prayer contact Joan Deveney (01453 844370) or 

Pat Forster (01453 842557). The Prayer Chain operates for a 

fortnight, unless otherwise requested. 
 

There is also a notebook outside the Catherine Chapel for written 

prayer requests too. 

If you miss the names of the people being prayed for on a Sunday, 

please contact the office for a copy. 
 

In December, please pray for Holy Cross Church and its 

congregation 

 
 
 
 
 

***** NOTICES ***** 
 

St. Mary’s New Year’s Eve Concert – lets start the celebration of 

New Year on Wednesday 31st December at 6pm.  

Justine and friends invite you to a light hearted musical start to your 

evening. We are delighted that Stephen Whitford is returning again 

this year to sing for us. Tickets from the Cotswold Bookroom or on 

the door. 
 

 

Benefice Office – will be taking a break for a couple of weeks. The 

office will be closed w/c 22nd  and 29th December, reopening week 

commencing 6th January 2025. Thank you to everyone across the 

Benefice for all the support you give me in doing this job. It is 

always a joy and a pleasure. Merry Christmas. 
 

Mothers Union January Meeting – Wednesday7th January at 

2.15pm at St. Mary’s. This is the AGM – all are welcome. 
 

St. Mary’s Reflection Group – Tuesday 13th January at 2.30pm. 

All are welcome. 
 

Know any children between 6 and 12? Do they like to sing? – 

Please tell them about “Singing Day” (at St. Mary’s). Experience 

singing with a choir in the traditional service of Choral Evensong. 

Sunday 25th January from 3pm – 7pm (which includes the Choral 

Evensong at 6pm) 

For more information contact choristersatstmarys@gmail.com 

 

St. Mary’s Church Fete – Saturday 11th July 2026 - A massive 

thank you to Douglas Hinton for his tireless organisation over the 

last few years. He is stepping down from fete organisation, so we 

are looking for someone to head up a team of fete organisers – plus 

the team. Could you be part of it? You would be an organiser, not 

necessarily having to DO all of it. Please talk to Lesley if you’re 

interested or would like to find out more. 

 
 

Happy New Year to you all 
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