
Services and Meetings this week      

St. Martin’s, St. Kenelm’s & Tresham Church: open weekdays 10 – 6pm 
St. Mary’s opens daily 9am –4pm.  
 

Monday 15th December  

10.00am Carol Service at Perry & Dawes 

  1.30pm Blue Coat School Christmas Service at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Blue Coat School Christmas Service at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Ozleworth Carol Service at St. Nicholas’ 
    

Tuesday 16th December 

10.00am Interment of Ashes – Jennifer Holman at St. Mary’s 

11.00am KLB rehearsal at St. Mary’s 

  7.00pm KLB Christmas Service at St. Mary’s 
   

 

Wednesday 17th December  

  9.00am Holy Communion Service at St. Mary’s 

11.00am Funeral Service for Pete Roberts at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm British School Christmas Service 
 

Thursday 18th December  
 

Friday 19th December 

  1.30pm Art Group at St. Mary’s 

  5.15pm Junior Choir Practice at St. Mary’s 

  6.15pm Senior Choir Practice at St. Mary’s 
 

Saturday 20th December  
   

Sunday 21st December – 4th Sunday of Advent 

  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Taizé Service at St. Martin’s 

11.15am Tresham Carol Service 

  3.00pm Living Crib at North Nibley Chapel 

  6.00pm 9 Lessons and Carols at St. Mary’s 
 

Principal Reading (from the Lectionary)  

1st Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-16 

2nd Reading: Romans 1: 1-7 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-end 
     

Clergy: 

Rev Lesley Hewish 07827 418188 / vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 

Rev Peter Marsh 01453 547521 / pcemarsh@gmail.com 

Please do not call after 6pm 

Rev Canon Jane Kenchington      07779 991 760 / janekenchington@gmail.com   
              (Part Time) 

Revd Peter Fewings               07795 206590 / ptfewings@gmail.com 

 

Vicar’s Secretary & Benefice Administrator: 

Kate Cropper        Office Open: Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 10 – 12pm 
office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 01453 842175   

 

Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth Churchwardens: 

Mrs Kate Tutty stmaryschurchwardenwotton@gmail.com / 01453 844371  
Safeguarding – Gillian Carpenter, Shelley Ratcliffe, Rachel Tooley, Lesley Hewish  

– 07827 418188   wottonsafeguarding@tyndalebenefice.co.uk  
 

Director of Music: 

Mr Jed Hughes        07761 748044 / directorofmusicstmarys@gmail.com 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 

Mr John Hay       07973 327881     admin@northnibleychurch.uk 

Safeguarding officer – Rev Lesley Hewish 07827 418188 /  

vicar@tyndalebenefic.co.uk  
 

Alderley (including Tresham) Churchwardens: 

Mrs Kay Pettifer       07850 345978 
Mrs Susan Whitfield       01666 890 338 & Safeguarding officer 

www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk        St Mary’s Wotton 

www.northnibleychurch.uk 
 

 

 

Did you know – that St. Martin’s produces an audio service which is available 

every week? The clergy (& others) take it in turns & you can listen to it here: 

https://northnibleychurch.uk/recorded-services/  All the services are on here, so you 
listen at your leisure. It’s for everyone, so do spread the word. 
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Sunday 14th December 2025 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

 

Services 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 

10.00am Family Service at St. Mary’s 

  4.00pm Carols, poetry & readings at St. Martin’s 

 

Collect 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

or 

 

God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 

and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 

that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God. 

All: Alleluia. 
 

Congregation response for the lighting the Advent wreath  

People of God: return! 

You are called to be God’s own. 

From the mountains announce the good news. 

God comes in justice and peace, 

to all who follow his ways. 

You are God’s children. 

Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ 

today and for ever.  Amen. 
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Principal Readings - Lectionary 

1st Reading: Isaiah 35: 1-10 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; 

the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.  

Like the crocus 2it will burst into bloom; 

it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.  
 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;  

they will see the glory of the Lord, 

the splendor of our God.  
 

3Strengthen the feeble hands, 

steady the knees that give way; 
4say to those with fearful hearts,  

“Be strong, do not fear;  

your God will come,  

he will come with vengeance;  

with divine retribution 

he will come to save you.” 
 

5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6Then will the lame leap like a deer,  

and the mute tongue shout for joy.  
 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness 

and streams in the desert. 
7The burning sand will become a pool, 

the thirsty ground bubbling springs.  
 

In the haunts where jackals once lay, 

grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 
8And a highway will be there; 

it will be called the Way of Holiness;  

it will be for those who walk on that Way. 
 

The unclean will not journey on it; 

wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9No lion will be there, 

nor any ravenous beast;  

they will not be found there. 
 

But only the redeemed will walk there, 
10and those the Lord has rescued will return. 

They will enter Zion with singing;  

everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

Gladness and joy will overtake them, 

and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 
 

2nd Reading: James 5: 7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The 

farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with 

it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be 

patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not 

be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 
10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11 
2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the 

Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is 

to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and 

see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 

leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 

good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does 

not stumble on account of me.” 
7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? 

A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A 

man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in 

kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 

I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it 

is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen 

anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 

Additional Reading for St. Mary’s - Isaiah 61: 1-3 
1 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 

anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to 

bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland 

instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle 

of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
 

For your prayers: 

For the family and friends of: 

Daphne Morris whose funeral was at St. Martin’s on Monday 8th 

December  

Russell Alway whose funeral was at Westerleigh on 4th December. 

Pete Roberts (Pete the Print) whose funeral is at St. Mary’s on 

Wednesday 17th December at 11am. All Welcome. 
 

Prayer Chain/Ministry - There is a group of people who will pray 

for you. To request prayer contact Joan Deveney (01453 844370) or 

Pat Forster (01453 842557). The Prayer Chain operates for a 

fortnight, unless otherwise requested. 
 

There is also a notebook outside the Catherine Chapel for written 

prayer requests too. 

If you miss the names of the people being prayed for on a Sunday, 

please contact the office for a copy. 
 

In December, please pray for Holy Cross Church and its 

congregation 

***** NOTICES ***** 
Oriana Christmas Concert – Sat 13th December, 7.30pm, St. 

Mary’s. Come and feel the Christmas Spirit – audience 

participation on a number of traditional carols. Tickets available on 

the door. 
 

Remembering the Homeless at Christmas – St. Mary’s annual 

collection for the Julian Trust Night Shelter in Bristol will be on 

Sunday 14th December.  For Gift Aid forms or further information 

please contact Dot Moss (844886). 
 

St. Martin’s Poem & Carols – this coming Sunday at 4pm. This 

looks to be a wonderful evening – sing out loudly everyone! 
 

St. Mary’s New Year’s Eve Concert – lets start the celebration of 

New Year on Wednesday 31st December at 6pm. Ticket price 

includes an interval drink. 

Justine and friends invite you to a light hearted musical start to your 

evening. We are delighted that Stephen Whitford is returning again 

this year to sing for us. Tickets from the Cotswold Bookroom or on 

the door. 
 

St. Mary’s Christmas Greetings Tree – will be situated by the 

Font for you to add your best wishes to your friends and St. Mary’s 

Family. 
 

Christingle making on Monday 23rd December – can you help? 

Mince pies are also needed – if you are able to provide any, please 

let Sharon or Kate T or C know! 
 

St. Mary’s Christmas Flowers – if you are able to donate a bit of 

money towards them, that would be wonderful. Jar at the back of 

the church. 
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