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Christian Aid Week 2024

On Sunday 12 May at 6pm the Christian Aid Service will be held
at Synwell Chapel The speaker will be Yvonne Penn, our area
representative from Christian Aid.

Monday 13 May 9 - 4pm the pop-up shop is open at Wotton
Baptist Church, selling books, plants, cakes and much more.

Teas, coffees, cakes and soup also available.

Tuesday 14 May open 9am - 2pm but also from 6pm - 8pm for
those who can’t get there during the day. Again, light
refreshments will be on sale.

Wednesday 15 May, just 9am - 2pm

Last year we raised over £2,500 - let’s beat it in 2024!

Donations of books, jigsaws, gifts, nearly-new clothing, bags and
accessories usable art and craft supplies and plants still being
gratefully received. If you need items collected ring Alison 843224

Christians living, working and worshipping together in
Wotton under Edge

May 2024
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The Lent Talks were well attended with speakers for whom Justice is a large part
of their lives. We were sorry that our final speaker was unable to be with us but
we hope to catch up at a later date.

If you missed them, three of the talks are now available on https://
wottonbaptist.org.uk/series/lent-lectures-2024/

As always, donations were invited for a charity of the speaker’s choosing, and
we would like to thank all those for their giving as follows:

• £190.00 Hope Home Trust serving orphans in Moshi, Tanzania

• £90.00 The Keepers

• £85.00 Tearfund

• £81.00 Changing Tunes using the power of music to help people
lead crime free lives that are meaningful and creative
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Dagoretti Corner Street Children Programme
Update May 2024

Background
As many of you know Dagoretti Corner Street Children Programme is a local
charity, founded in 2004, providing rehabilitation, education and food for ex-
street children in Dagoretti, a deprived area of Nairobi in Kenya. Today, 8 young
men aged between 18 and early 20s live on land owned by the charity under the
care of resident house parents, Mutunga and Florence.

Land Development Started
Currently all funding comes from the UK. For several years the trustees have
been planning to establish a long-term funding source in Kenya by building
residential buildings on the land. Revenue from their sale or rent should
eventually provide funding for further programmes. The charity has partnered
with a Christian development company with experience of similar projects. In
January this year contractors moved in to begin work, their first task being to
relocate the residents to an area on the land away from the building work.

Attack
However, building work has been temporarily on hold since early March
following an attack by a gang of 80 to 100 people, orchestrated by someone
claiming ownership of the land. This claim has its origins, we believe, in events
before the charity was founded.

The attack resulted in much damage and loss of property, and the contractors
refusing to do more work until their security could be guaranteed. After much
prayer and background effort the claim has been proven to have no basis. There
is a clear “paper trail” showing continuous ownership from the original purchase
in 2004 until today, firstly by one of the trustees and then by the charity itself.

Follow up to Attack
Repairs to the damage are in hand along with water tank replacement. These
necessary but unexpected expenses are severely straining the charity’s
finances.

Despite the charity have clear ownership title to the land and there is nothing
supporting the challenge, the issue is by no means closed. To bring closure, the
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development company are leading the effort to escalate the issue to the
Directorate of Criminal Investigations (Kenyan equivalent of UK CID).
We are supporting the effort with documentation and representation as
may be required. The aim is to prevent further challenges to land
ownership, bring security to the residents, safety for the contractors and
recover losses.

Financial consequences

Before the attack, the charity was already having financial difficulties as
fund raising events could not restarted after the pandemic. The trustees
are trying to sell land owned by the charity at Machakos, near Nairobi, to
cover the shortfall until revenue from the development begins. However,
to date the land has not been sold so we need additional funding.

Please pray for the young men and these issues.

If you were able to help financially here are the bank details:

Name: Dagoretti Corner Street Children Programme
Sort code: 20-33-83
A/C No.: 60457337

DCSCP Trustees
UK Charity reg. 1104382
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Dryleaze Club
The April meeting of the Dryleaze Club was held at Dryleaze House on
Saturday 13 April. It was led by the Rev. Phil Summers.
After a prayer and a hymn Phil reminded everyone that we were still
celebrating the Easter Festival, a time of joy and peace. But it also heralded
new beginnings, growth and creativity. It was good to do different things and
lose oneself in the creation of something new. For Phil it was his painting and
he brought along with him some of his pictures. Some were landscapes or
still life and others abstract. Depending on the light or the perspective from
which you looked at them the abstract ones in particular could convey different
meanings or ideas. Looking at them was thought provoking and resulted in
pleasure and much animated conversation for the viewers but as well as that,
the actual painting of them had served, for Phil, as a welcome distraction from
the jangle of everyday worrying thoughts.
We need to remember the message of Easter and look around to see if there
is something fresh that we might do. New beginnings are good for everyone's
wellbeing both in the community and individually. Easter brings new hope
and encourages us to find ways to share in acts of creativity and growth.
After another lively hymn it was followed by the saying together of the Grace.
A number of birthdays were remembered and cards and cakes presented.
Prayers were said for family and friends who were unwell. As usual, tasty
refreshments were provided and much enjoyed. Many thanks to the ladies
for these and for organising everything. Grateful thanks as well to Phil for
sharing his pictures and thoughts with us. A pat on the back to everyone too
for some very spirited unaccompanied hymn singing!

Saturday May 11th will be Rev Phil 's last time at Saturday Club. We
meet at 2.30 until 4pm at Dryleaze House

Holy Communion
There will be a Holy Communion service in the Lounge at Dryleaze House
at 11am on Wednesday 15 May. All welcome to attend this quiet, reflective
gathering. Hymns, prayers and readings and thoughts of family and friends,
particularly those unwell or in any other difficulties. Communion if you wish
to receive it.

Pentecost - 19 May 2024
There are 50 days of Easter from the first Sunday of the Resurrection
to Pentecost Sunday, so yes, as Phil Summers says, for a couple of
weeks yet it is still Easter. Pentecost also known as Whit Sunday is,
we all know, the time when the Holy Spirit descended with the sound
of a mighty wind, and with tongues of fire and those present found
themselves able to speak in many languages.

Acts 2 where it is recorded is powerful stuff, though in many churches
Pentecost hardly gets a look in.

Traditionally there were many Whit customs including parades, bands,
the scattering of rose petals, the release of doves. In 1967 'Whitsun
Bank Holiday' a moveable feast, was superceded by the fixed Spring
Bank Holiday on the last Monday of May.

St Mary’s will celebrate Pentecost at their ‘Celebrate!’ Service at
2.30pm on 19 May.
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The main purpose of the session was to consider ‘How does caring for the
environment help people and communities to flourish?’

We began by looking at what the Bible tells us about the environment and
shared:

Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who
live in it

Psalm 115.16 “The highest heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has
given to mankind”.

God loves us and the world. God has given us the responsibility to look after
the creation made by Him.

Sofia, Holly and Oscar shared their thoughts and opinions on a variety of
questions:

1) What words do you associate with the environment?
Nature, eco-friendly, wildlife

2) What’s your favourite outdoor area and why?
The park – when I go, I like to see how I can make it look better like
picking up the rubbish
Ben Nevis – I never thought I would climb it, my dad kept on pushing
me to the highest point. I felt so happy and relieved when I got to the
top!
Swimming in the sea in Greece is my favourite place. I like seeing all
the different colours, they are so beautiful. It makes me feel calm.

3) What things affect our environment and our communities?
Global Warming – I see flood signs around Wotton and the surrounding
areas.
Rubbish - I live in Charfield and in Lockdown I went out walking with my
dad. By time we had walked ¼ of the way, we collected 5 bags of litter.

4) What social justice issues can you think of? How have our actions
had an impact upon the planet?
It was at this point in the session that we were introduced to Laura
Young, an environmental scientist. She has been campaigning for a
ban on the use of vapes in Britain. Laura explained that millions of
them are thrown away every single day, into landfill as electronic waste.
Laura then went on to share some very startling statistics with us:
� We produce enough waste to circle the world four times each year
� 10 million tonnes of plastic will end up in the ocean each year
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Our vision is "future readiness", which means that we aim to empower
children as learners and individuals to be prepared for their future

lives.

What do our young people think about Climate Change?

Our Y5/6 Future Leaders (class representatives) had the opportunity to
express their opinions on environmental issues during the National Younger
Leadership Group Session. During a Zoom meeting, they interacted with
pupils from primary schools across the country to discuss issues of
importance to them. Skilfully facilitated by church youth leaders,
commissioned by The Church of England, this session enabled our young
leaders to have a voice and make a difference.
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water pollution. We are the next generation growing into
problems associated with Global Warming, created by others
who have come before us.

The session finished by asking our young people to write a pledge. Here
is what our Future Leaders from Blue Coat wrote:

I pledge to help the Community Parc to plant more trees. I pledge to help
animals not to become extinct. I pledge to always do my best to help – a
little can go along way to making big changes. I also pledge to always
recycle. I pledge to talk to people, tell them about the things that concern
me about the environment, to spread the word and get everyone
involved.

The ideas and concerns raised about the environment by Sofia, Holly
and Oscar will be shared at the next Future Leaders’ Meeting at Blue
Coat School. They will be working as a team on environmental projects
within school and the community …. watch this space….!

I think you’ll agree that our young people have passion, determination
and courage to make a difference to the world we live in. Giving our
young people the time and space to think about things that matter to
them is so important. Their voices have been listened to and they now
feel more empowered to take action and to make a difference. It was a
privilege to work alongside Sofia, Holly and Oscar and I look forward to
our next National Younger Leadership Group meeting and delighted that
our Ethos Governor, Mrs Alison Bernays will once again be joining us.

Jane Blaken
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� More than a million species are believed to be on the verge of
extinction

5) What concerns you about the environment? How do these issues
make you feel?
How it is changing so quickly. Icebergs fall into the water, melt and flood
animal homes. The weekly magazine I get tells me about climate change
and the impact it has upon the animals.
How far it’s gone… 30 years ago if people made the changes, then we
would have stopped it being so bad. Now it’s gone into a spiral of
destruction. People are so dependent on the things that destroy our
planet like flying to other countries, diesel for cars, making leather. I feel
disappointed.
I am concerned that some people don’t feel they have to do anything.
They aren’t bothered because it doesn’t affect them. This upsets me as
we all could be leading to a very unhappy life.

6) Who is responsible for the environment and the damage caused to
our planet?
All of us! Teenagers vaping and throwing them on the floor.
Leaving plastic bottles on the ground.
We need to talk to our local council and other politicians to help make
changes.

7) Who has made a difference already?We heard about the following
Young Leaders:
� @Kids Vplastic
� @Little Miss Flint – 16 yr old began her journey aged 8. Unclean

water in her city in USA. Wrote to Presitent Barack Obama. He came
to Flint and made instant changes. Little Miss Flint raised 700 dollars
to make and fit water filters.

� @bird girluk
� @bellalack

8) What do you already do to help the environment?
*Ride my bike*Pick up litter/don’t litter*Recycle and sort correctly*Use
compost bins at home/school

9) Why do you think young people’s voices are important in these
issues?
We are the ones who will be growing up into it all. People who are 70
now they won’t see how bad it will get. A 5-year-old child in 30 years’ time
will be trying to raise a family but things may be going against them e.g.
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What’s on at St Mary’s
Wednesday 1 May Everyone is warmly invited to the Mothers’ Union
meeting in the church at 2.15pm. The speaker will be the Regional Fraud
Protect Advisor from Avon and Somerset Police who will talk about the
most common forms of scams and how to avoid getting caught.

Tuesday 7 May – 7pm CTiW meeting at Wotton Baptist Church

Thursday 9 May – 7.30pm Ascension Day Service at St. Mary’s

Sunday 19 May – Pentecost – will be celebrated in the Celebrate!
Service at 2.30pm at St. Mary’s

Saturday 25 May – Michael Lunt’s Rollover Beethoven concert at St.
Mary’s at 7.30pm – tickets available from Cotswold book Room or on the
door.

Sunday 2 June at 6.30pm CTiW joint service at Wotton Baptist Church
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Happy Easter!
Because as Revd Phil always points-out, it is still Easter.

As always the Churches came together to worship and celebrate. The Walk of
Witness included a deluge and a hailstorm but no mind, witness we did, though
much of Wotton must have thought us mad. The coffee and hot cross buns were
most welcome.

As Easter Sunday coincided with the start of British Summertime,
7am felt like 6am and we really did get a sunrise up on the hill,
before sharing breakfast together

The Lord is Risen: He is risen indeed. Allelujia!
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We always have volunteers from different churches and are looking to build on
that. Last year Lesley Hewish came to volunteer and she loved it so much she
is coming back and part leading up the front ?

There are so many jobs to do, some more time (helping with a group) and some
not ( registration, gunge making, help clearing up, help in the kitchen for
refreshments etc)

You would need to have a current DBS, but we can arrange if you don’t have
one.

If you would like to know more please contact me on
karend@wottonbaptist.org.uk or on 07770892323.

Thanks

Karen

What -The Olympic
Holiday Club
Where- Wotton Baptist
Church
When - 22 – 26 July 2024
(set up 21 July after service-
clear up afternoon 26 July)
Time - 10am – 12.30pm (but
time either side to set up,
pray, clear up)
Who – All primary school
aged, so those just finished
reception up to those just
finished Year 6

‘together in Wotton’ is produced on behalf of all the Churches of Wotton
under Edge. Items and comments are welcome and should be sent to the

Editor Judy Mills judy.mills@live.co.uk

All material for the June edition please by 5pm on Monday 20 May


