Tyndale Benefice
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth, North Nibley and Alderley (& Tresham)

Prayers, Readings & Services

for

HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Join us as we unite with Christians across all time and around the

world today, recalling the last days of Jesus’ life
- and his RESURRECTION!

PALM SUNDAY, 24*" March 2024
T 9.30am at St. Martin’s — Holy Communion
with dramatised Passion reading
T 9.30am at St Mary’s — Palm Sunday
Procession around churhyard
T 6.00pm at St. Mary’s — Choral Service for
Passiontide

Today Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly,
greeted by the crowds as both the long-awaited
Messiah and mighty Son of David, and yet also
as a humble King, riding on a donkey.

(Reading at home: John 12: 12-16)

Lord Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord of
lords, and in your greatness the servant of all:
teach us to worship you as the crowds
worshipped you on that first Palm Sunday, and
grant, O Lord, that we may follow in the way
of the cross with humble joy, and so come
finally to be with you in heaven, where with the
Father and the Holy Spirit you reign in glory, for ever and ever. Amen.




HOLY MONDAY, 25" March 2024
% 10.00am — Morning Prayer in the Perry & Dawes Almshouses
¥ 7.30pm — at St. Mary’s - Reflections from the garden to the Cross
On this day Jesus went to the temple to find that instead of it being his Father’s house,
it was a ‘den of robbers’.

(Reading at home: John 12: 1-11)

Lord Jesus Christ, in the cleansing of the temple on this day you have cleared the way
for all people to come into your presence. Keep us firm in our faith and free from
wordly distraction, so that bearing the fruits of repentance we may come into your
presence in your heavenly kingdom. Amen

HOLY TUESDAY, 26" March 2024
¥ 7.30pm — St. Mary’s — Evening prayer and reflection (Compline)
Jesus came again to the temple and entered into a day of conflict with the religious
authorities. There are on or two moments when the darkness lifts (for example, the
memorable story of the widow’s mite) but the day ends with Jesus predicting the
complete destruction of Jerusalem (which indeed happened in AD70) and telling the
people to ‘stay awake’.

(Reading at home: John 12: 20-36)

O God, who conquered evil and death during Holy Week. Guide us by your wisdom
and lead us in the way of your selfless love, that in our ministries we may impart
divine wisdom and a sacred love to all whom we meet, for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

HOLY WEDNESDAY, 27" March 2024
¥ 9.30am - Holy Communion at St Mary's
¥ 7.30pm — St. Mary’s — Evening prayer and reflection (Compline)
This day is sometimes called 'Spy Wednesday' because when Jesus was praying in the
Garden of Gethsemane, Judas betrayed him.

(Reading at home: John 13: 21-32)

Lord, have mercy on this world, although at times we have departed from your ways
and have brought creation very low, through deliberate waywardness, through
insincerity, through weakness and through careless ignorance. We are on the verge of
betraying our God into the hands of sinners. Lord have mercy upon us and lay not our
sins to our charge. Amen.



MAUNDY THURSDAY, 28" March 2024

¥ 6.00pm at St Mary's — Arrive for a shared meal. Re-enactment of the Last Supper,
including foot washing and stripping of the altar. Then a VIGIL recollects how Jesus
and the disciples went out from supper and prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane
before he was finally arrested (Jesus said: 'Could you not watch one hour?"). St. Mary's
is open until 8.30pm.

(Reading at home: John 13: 1-17, 31b-35)

Living Lord, so sanctify us by our mystical fellowship with you in your love and grace,
that as we draw near to your table to eat the Last Supper with you, we may find
ourselves to be partakers of “the medicine of immortality' (St Irenaeus) and as your
body the Church “receive the mystery of ourselves' (St Augustine) in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

GOOD FRIDAY, 29" March 2024
¥ 9.30 am Town Procession of Witness from the Synwell Chapel (or at Perry &
Dawes Almshouses at about 10am). We visit the churches & share in prayers. Hot
cross buns will be available at St. Mary’s after the procession.
% 11.15am in North Nibley — Journey to Calvary starting at the Chapel finishing
with Hot Cross Buns
 2.00-3.00pm in St Mary's - At the Foot of the Cross
% 2.00-3.00pm in St Martin's - At the Foot of the Cross
¥ 7.00pm in St. Martin’s — The Oriana Singers. Music and readings for Passiontide.

One hardly needs to be told of the trials of this day, before both the Jewish religious
leaders and the Roman ruling authorities. Our Lord was sacrificed that year - once and
for all the Passover Lamb of God:

He died that we might be forgiven,

He died to make us good,
That we might go at last to heaven,

Saved by his precious blood.



When Jesus died the veil of the temple was torn in two - the curtain between us and
God is torn down.

(Reading at home: John 18: 1-end of 19))

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, you are deep in the darkness of this
world, this world which has lost its way. We thank you for entering this darkness, and
in your inexpressible love for caring, for sharing and for bearing our burden, day by
day. Amen.

HOLY SATURDAY, 30t March 2024

¥ 7.30pm in St Mary's, preceded by a half-muffled peal - The Ceremonies of Easter
Fire: we greet Easter by lighting the new Easter Candle, blessing the Easter Garden.
After six days of working for the New Creation, Jesus rests in the tomb. Today seems
to hang in limbo - it feels unreal. We are caught between pain and joy and St Mary’s
bells in the evening are half-muffled, ringing the two moods of a very special day.

(Reading at home: Matthew 27: 57-end or John 19: 38-end)

Heavenly Father, on the Sabbath your Son rested in the tomb before rising to make for
us a new day of creation. Grant us also to live and die and rest in you, and finally to
become partakers of the glory which is to come, by the power of the Holy Spirit and in
union with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

EASTER DAY, 31 March 2024
Come and celebrate the Resurrection of CHRIST!
6.30am North Nibley Sunrise Service at The Knoll
7.00am Churches Together Sunrise Service on Coombe Hill
9.30am Family Easter Communion at St. Martin’s
9.30am Family Easter Communion at St. Mary’s
11.15am Family Easter Communion at St. Kenelm’s (Alderley)
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(Reading at home: John 20: 1-18 or Mark 16: 1-8)

The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!



