February 2022

Christians worshipping and working together in Wotton under Edge

Front Page News for the Christians of Wotton
The tinsel has been put away and Easter eggs are in the
shops but as we look forward we can look back at Christmas
knowing that, on our journey from the manger to the cross,
God is with us.

Christingle at St Mary’s
Thanks to the fantastic work of Sharon Dove and
her Christingle Team, more than £775 was raised
for the Children’s Society on Christmas Eve.
Many people took up the offer of coffee and mince
pies and ‘make your own’ Christingle, and even
joined outside later to sing carols in the rain.

Christmas at Dryleaze House
Christmas seems a long time ago now but the Residents at Dryleaze House
and Court would like to say "thank you" to both St. Mary's and the United
Church for Christmas services that they arranged for them.
In the week before Christmas St. Mary's Parish members brought Holy
Communion up to Dryleaze, and at the weekend United Church members, led
by the Rev. Phil Summers kindly hosted a Carol Service here. Both
services were much appreciated. They were reminders of the real meaning of
Christmas. Thank you to everyone involved.
Mary George
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This morning, I welcomed the children as they walked up the frost covered
path on their way up to Blue Coat Primary School. We are now in the depths
of winter, with the memories of Christmas having been left behind. However,
the joy and enthusiasm that children bring with them every day warms our
hearts and souls. Where we see the inconvenience of scraping cars, they
show us the wonder and excitement that God’s creation brings. We all feel
very privileged to see the world through children’s eyes when we are with
them.
There has been plenty of learning taking place in the first few days and weeks
of school. Each class is engrossed in the topics and areas on which they are
currently focusing. In Milepost 1 (Years and 2), they have recently taken a
flight to Kenya! This was all done from the comfort of their own classroom.
The children had their own boarding passes in order to board their (virtual)
flight to the East African country. A thrilling video clip was used to bring this
experience to life for them. This was the “hook” to draw children in to their
Geography topic where the children learn about a contrasting environment.
The curriculum at Blue Coat is a designed to prepare the children to be “future
ready”. We use a problem based learning curriculum, which involves a
problem (or a hook) which is used to give the children a real life context for
their learning that inspires them to learn (like the “flight” to Kenya). The
children then tell us what they know about the topic already and what they
would like to find out. Then, the teachers model with the children what they
are going to learn in the coming weeks. The problem is revisited at the end of
the topic. We believe that this means that our children see a purpose in
learning, are excited by the topics and are also taught how to plan themselves
when they want to find out about a specific area. In future, our children should
be experts in planning how to find out more about something that they are
interested in, as well as having all the skills needed to revise in readiness for
exams and beyond.
We love it when our children contribute to our curriculum. In Milepost 3 (Years
5 and 6) Jenson used his expertise to teach the others. Jenson is one of the
best racers in the country – currently he races in the IAME Cadet category,
nationally. When his class were learning about friction, Jenson brought in the
brake pads from his kart and explained how they use friction to slow down.
This really brought the learning to life for the others and is something that we
love to see here at Blue Coat Primary School.
In Milepost 2 (Years 3 and 4), the children have been learning about Black
History in their History topic. We think that this is really important for us,
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especially because of the make-up of our school. To be “future ready” we
want our children to know about the achievements of people like Mary Seacole
and Walter Tull. It was great to see the children celebrating diversity and
recognizing the contribution of Black History to our country and our world.
In the coming days, some children will be going to the Christingle Service.
These are children selected from our inspirational Ignite Club, which we have
spoken about previously. This is going to take place with Bishop Rachel at
Gloucester Cathedral on January the 22nd. We enjoy supporting The
Children’s Society in this annual event.
We have plenty more in the pipeline at Blue Coat Primary School. Next week
Class Discovery will be going to The Egg Theatre in Bath to watch Snow
Mouse, among many other great experiences. This keeps every day an
adventure for us all. As ever, Blue Coat is an exciting place for children and
adults alike.
Glyn Jones
Headteacher

Holiday at Home 2022
Holiday at Home is an event run by all the churches in Wotton, and is aimed at
those who live alone in the town and who might not go away on holiday.
In 2020 and 2021 this obviously didn’t happen, but in 2022 Churches Together
is asking whether we should do it again. Once we have decided on a date in
either July or August we can decide on a venue (it will be either the United
Church or the Baptist Church whose kitchens can cater for a number of folk),
and then start to plan the food, entertainment and transport , and also decide
who we should invite. It may still be that we decide that now is not the right
time, and we would welcome input from other people.
We will need volunteers - quite a lot of them. If you have any comments or are
willing to help, please do contact Judy Mills (judy.mills@live.co.uk 0781 795
8199) or Alison Jackson (alison.jackson24@btinternet.com 01453 843072)

Tea and Chat
United Church Hall, Bradley Street
Every Wednesday

2.30 - 4.00pm

An informal get-together for
anyone who would like a cuppa,
cake and company
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There is planning meeting for World Day of Prayer on Thursday, 3rd February,
2:30pm at the United Church. We would welcome help. We also need a large
globe if anyone can lend us one.
Tel Kate Barlow on 01453844013 or 07980 635566
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Lent Lectures 2022 - save the dates!
In line with previous years, a series of lectures has been organised by the
clergy, to be held on Wednesday evenings throughout Lent (9 March - 6 April),
in the Baptist Church (precise details next month).
The subject for the series is “Christians and the Climate Crisis” and the
speakers are all Christians with special interest in and/or responsibility for
sustainability and environment. That said, these talks may be of interest to
friends and family who do not attend church. So bring a friend!

Fairtrade Fortnight 21 February to 6 March
For two weeks each year at the end of February and start of March, thousands
of individuals, companies and groups across the UK come together to share
the stories of the people who grow our food and drinks. mine our gold and who
grow the cotton in our clothes, people who are often exploited and underpaid.
For more information see: https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/currentcampaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/

Thank you, Farewell and God Bless
It seems - in fact it was - only a short time ago that we were welcoming Rev
Rachel Cook (Cookie) and her family as she was appointed Vicar at the
Tyndale Benefice.
For all of us, it is sad that circumstances have meant she has to leave us, but
we trust that God has plans for her and for the Anglican churches of Wotton,
North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham.7
Cookie, we wish you and yours all the best for the future.
(Cookie’s last service here is/was on 30 January.)
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United Ramblers
United Ramblers walk on Monday 7th February
meet at the church 10am. Graham Jackson will lead
a 4 mile walk starting at the Amberley Inn at
Amberley. We will walk towards Rodborough Fort
and return across the common towards
Minchinhampton. It is a relatively flat walk. Lunch
will be available at the Amberley Inn.
The walk on 7th March will be led by Rob
Carruthers. Meet at the church 10am or in the
National Trust car park at Woodchester Mansion
from where we will walk around the lakes. There is a
steady walk down hill from the car park and of course a steady walk up hill to
return! Lunch will be available in Wotton.
Rob Carruthers
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Give thanks and Celebrate
Can you imagine working in the
same job for 70 years? And a job
with, I imagine, slightly more
pressure than working in the Coop!*
On 7 February 1952 a 25-year-old
Princess Elizabeth was on holiday
in Kenya when she learned of the
death of her Father, instantly
elevating her to Queen, although
the Coronation didn’t take place
until 2 June 1953.
Wotton is making plans to celebrate her long and faithful reign, and the churches are
not going to be left out! At the very least there will be a Service, probably along the
lines of Songs of Praise, and a chance to give thanks to God.
The whole Platinum Jubilee weekend will, we hope, be a celebration, but it is on
Sunday 5 June that the Service will take place. And there will be room for all! More
details in due course.
* Co-op staff: we do appreciate you: thanks for being there.
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu
7 October 1931 - 26 December 2021

Desmond Mpilo Tutu was born in a small gold-mining town in what was then
the Transvaal. He first followed in his father's footsteps as a teacher, but left
after the passage of the Bantu Education Act in 1953 which introduced
racial segregation in schools.
He joined the church and was strongly influenced by many white clergymen
in the country, especially another strong opponent of apartheid, Bishop
Trevor Huddleston.
Never afraid to speak out against injustice, he was also prepared to take
direct action, showing no fear of arrest or imprisonment: he stressed
however that his motives were religious, not political.
The BBC obituary says: ‘He was witty, and his conversation was frequently
punctuated by high-pitched chuckles. But beyond this, he was a man of
impeccably strong moral convictions who strove to bring about a peaceful
South Africa.’
Since his death many of his quotes have been circulating on social media
and elsewhere. Below are a few.
● We may be surprised at the people we find in heaven. God has a soft
spot for sinners. His standards are quite low.
● Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put
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together that overwhelm the world.
● Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are different
precisely in order to realise our need of one another.
● When the missionaries came to Africa they had the Bible and we had the
land. They said "Let us pray." We closed our eyes. When we opened them
we had the Bible and they had the land.
● If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say
that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.
● My father always used to say, "Don't raise your voice. Improve your
argument." Good sense does not always lie with the loudest shouters, nor
can we say that a large, unruly crowd is always the best arbiter of what is
right.
● We learn from history that we don't learn from history.
● Forgiving is not forgetting; its actually remembering--remembering and not
using your right to hit back. Its a second chance for a new beginning. And
the remembering part is particularly important. Especially if you don’t want
to repeat what happened.
● Language is very powerful. Language does not just describe reality.
Language creates the reality it describes.
● A person is a person through other persons; you can't be human in
isolation; you are human only in relationships.
● There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of the
river. We need to go upstream and find out why they’re falling in.
We give thanks to God for the life, work and witness of Desmond Tutu.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - 18 - 25 January
Half hour meetings in each of Wotton’s churches, followed a programme
prepared by churches in the Middle East on the theme ‘we have seen his star
in the East’.
As well as prayer, there were questions for discussion each day and
encouragement to go and do something, following the link
https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/
Whether you were at the meetings or not, do ‘Go and Do’.
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Praying for the Churches
In February we are asked to remember especially in our prayers, the Oliver
Memorial Chapel in Synwell.
Their Pastor Lois Etherington writes: Thank you for the offer of prayers. May
we please ask for prayers for the chapel to be able to have more services if
possible. Since the Covid restrictions we have only had 2 a month due to a
number of our local preachers not being available for various reasons. So if
any preachers would like to lead a service for us they will be made very
welcome and we will be very grateful.
We haven't much news except to say that we were able to have a lovely
Christmas Carol service with some of our members taking part and we ended
with carols outside followed by tea and mince pies. lts hard to believe that
already our thoughts are looking forwards to Easter and then on to the
Queen’s Jubilee.
Just a reminder to people, that there is a defibrillator on the chapel wall. It has
already been used a couple of times, so help is available in emergencies.
May God's peace and blessings be with us all.
Lois

Say ‘No’ to Floral Foam
Floral foam,or Oasis has been around for 60 years and is wonderful for holding
flower stalks firm to get your flowers arranged just where you want them.
It’s clever stuff; lightweight when dry but will hold up to 50 times its weight of
water, easy to cut and shape to fit those awkward vases.
However it’s made from synthetic, non-recyclable plastic and is created using
a combination of carbon black, formaldehyde and phenolic foam, which are all
toxic. It’s non-recyclable and will not decompose, merely breaking down into
smaller and smaller micro-plastic particles
As with all micro-plastics, these filter into the oceans where they are ingested
by marine life and so enter the food chain.
The RHS has banned the use of foam at their shows so I am sure we in
Wotton’s churches can do so. The alternatives? Balled chicken wire; glass
beads; use a kenzan (one of those spiky things), bendy twigs …
We are told to never tip water down the drain that has had oasis in it - strain it
then put the water in a hole in the garden and send all the Oasis to landfill.
As Churches we need to take a lead in looking after God’s creation and as
Desmond Tutu said (page ix): ‘Do your little bit of good where you are …’
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‘together in Wotton’ is produced on behalf of all the Wotton under Edge
Churches. Items and comments are welcome and should be sent to the Editor,
Judy Mills judy.mills@live.co.uk
All items and articles for the March edition should be submitted by 5pm on
Monday 23 February
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