St Martin’s Church, North Nibley
7" February 2021
A Service of the Word for the Second Sunday before Lent

Gathering as the People of God

Welcome in the name of Christ!
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you!

The priest introduces the service.

Hymn : We have a gospel to proclaim
Good news for men in all the earth;
The gospel of a Saviour’s name:

We sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem,

Not in a royal house or hall

But in a stable dark and dim:

The Word made flesh, a light for all.

Tell of his death at Calvary,
Hated by those he came to save;
In lonely suffering on the cross
For all he loved his life he gave.

Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
Empty the tomb for he was free.

He broke the power of death and hell
That we might share his victory.

Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
By all creation glorified;

He sends his Spirit on his Church
To live for Him, the Lamb who died.

Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.

This gospel message we proclaim:
We sing his glory, tell his worth.

Text copyright "The Lorenz Corp 1968" CCLI No.279460, music Public Domain

Preparing for the Word

We worship with Christians near and far, living and departed, old and young.
God’s word is for all of us.

May it be a lamp to our feet

and a light to our path.

You may like to open a Bible and place a candle lit near it



News and Notices

Opening Prayer
Lord, speak to us
that we may hear your word.

Move among us
that we may behold your glory.

Receive our prayers
that we may learn to trust you. Amen.

The Collect, the prayer for the day:
Almighty God,

give us reverence for all creation
and respect for every person,

that we may mirror your likeness

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Proclaiming the Word of the Lord
Old Testament Reading
Proverbs 8:1, 22-31

Wisdom’s Part in Creation
Does not wisdom call,
and does not understanding raise her voice?
22The LoRrD created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.
23 Ages ago | was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24When there were no depths | was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
25 Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, | was brought forth—
26 \when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
27\When he established the heavens, | was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28\when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
2 when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,



30 then | was beside him, like a master worker;

and | was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,

31 rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race.

Psalm 104
26 O Lord, how manifold are your works! ¢
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
27 There is the sea, spread far and wide, ¢
and there move creatures beyond number, both small and great.
28 There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan ¢
which you have made to play in the deep.
29 All of these look to you ¢
to give them their food in due season.
30 When you give it them, they gatherit; ¢
you open your hand and they are filled with good.
31 When you hide your face they are troubled; ¢
when you take away their breath,
they die and return again to the dust.
32 When you send forth your spirit, they are created, ¢
and you renew the face of the earth.
33 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; ¢
may the Lord rejoice in his works;
34 He looks on the earth and it trembles; ¢
he touches the mountains and they smoke.
35 | will sing to the Lord as long as | live; ¢
| will make music to my God while | have my being.
36 So shall my song please him ¢
while | rejoice in the Lord.
37 Let sinners be consumed out of the earth

and the wicked be no more. ¢ Bless the Lord, O my soul. Alleluia.



Gospel Reading
John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. > The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose hame was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the

world.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 1 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *2But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of

God, 3 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of

God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Sermon

Anthem
When to the Temple Mary went, by Johannes Eccard (1553-1611)

When to the Temple Mary went and brought the Holy Child,
Him did the aged Simeon see, as it had been revealed.

He took up Jesus in his arms and blessing God he said:

In peace | now depart, my Saviour having seen,

the hope of Israel, the light of men.

Help now Thy servants, gracious Lord, that we may ever be,
as once the faithful Simeon was, rejoicing but in Thee;

and when we must from earth departure take,

may gently fall asleep and with Thee wake.
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Creed [Priest] Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Praying for Ourselves: for Forgiveness:

Lord God,

we have sinned against you;

we have done evil in your sight.

We are sorry and repent.

Have mercy on us according to your love.

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us

and restore to us the joy of your salvation,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The priest declares God’s forgiveness

May God who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Praying for Others : our Intercessions



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Hymn We hail thy Presence glorious, O Christ our great high Priest
O'er sin and death victorious at thy thanksgiving feast:

As thou art interceding for us in heaven above,

Thy Church on earth is pleading thy perfect work of love.

Through thee in every nation thine own their hearts upraise,
Offering one pure oblation, one sacrifice of praise:

With thee in blest communion the living and the dead

Are joined in closest union, one Body with one Head

May we thy word believing thee through thy gifts receive,

That, thou within us living, we all to God may live:

Draw us from earth to heaven till sin and sorrow cease,

Forgiving and forgiven, in love and joy and peace. Public Domain

Our service draws to a conclusion

Go before us, Lord, in all we do

with your most gracious favour,

and guide us with your continual help,

that in all our works

begun, continued and ended in you,

we may glorify your holy name,

and finally by your mercy receive everlasting life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Blessing
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