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Our Benefice 
 
The Tyndale Benefice of Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth, North Nibley, and Alderley with 
Tresham is in the Wotton Deanery of the Diocese of Gloucester, in the south west corner of the 
Cotswolds. It consists of a town and four villages within which are three traditional Cotswold 
churches, a Chapel of Ease and a redundant church.  
 

 
 

We have an Assistant Curate, an Associate Priest, a Licensed 
Reader and two retired Clergy with permission to officiate. 
There is a Local Ministry Team (LMT) in Wotton, as well as 
many enthusiastic and capable lay people involved in all the 
churches.  
 
 

In Wotton, there is a supportive ecumenical clergy group. Lay Churches 
Together groups operate in Wotton and in North Nibley. They have 
differing areas of responsibility and their activities include Lent Groups, 
Christmas and Easter Services, Living Crib and Easter Sunrise Services, 
joint Songs of Praise, holiday at home and other outreach activities.   
 
 

 
Our parishes have their own unique geography, sense of community and identity, although we 
share the aim of making the Gospel of Jesus Christ relevant and accessible to all those who live, go 
to school, work and visit here. 
 
We live in a beautiful part of the country in the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and readily share it with others, particularly those who walk the 
Cotswolds Way which threads through our communities. Maybe you have been 
here before? 

 
Wotton is our focal point of the benefice with shops, cafes, pubs, an arts centre, 
doctors and dentists, all within walking distance of the Vicarage.  There is a 
popular secondary school, Katharine Lady Berkeley School (KLB) and three 
primary schools in the benefice, of which two are Church of England (CofE).   
 
Renishaw plc has its headquarters in Wotton.  As a global leading engineering and scientific 
technology company with expertise in precision measurement and healthcare, it is a major local 
employer. 
 
Bristol is just over half an hour away by car.  Kemble and Bristol Parkway stations with mainline 
rail links to London are both about 17 miles away.  Bristol, Bath, Cheltenham and Gloucester are 
within commuting distance, with the M4 (J18) and M5 (J13 & J14) not far.  There are regular local 
bus services. National Express coaches serve Bristol and Cirencester.     
 
We hope this profile will give you a flavour of our life as a church family, and the vibrant 
communities of which we are a part. We encourage you to consider joining us!  
 
 
 
 

  
 

“We exist to know Jesus Christ and share His love with all” 
 

The Tyndale Benefice website:  www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk 

http://www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk/
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Our hopes for the future 
 
Between us, we do lots of great things in our town and villages and offer an open-hearted 
welcome to all. We would like to attract more working-age adults and families with children and 
young people into church.  
 

We connect with families and children through activities such as 
Little Church, Messy Church, primary school ‘Experience’ events, 
for example, in Wotton and North Nibley.  Open the Book and 
supporting the primary schools are important areas of mission for 
us.  We would like to develop stronger links with the schools; both 
CofE heads have voiced the desire for regular contact with our 
new Vicar.   
 
We understand that we may have to consider introducing 
different forms of worship, prayer and learning about the 
Christian faith.  We wish to maintain many of our traditional ways 
of worship and so will need your help with leading, balancing and 
managing change.    

 
We think there are opportunities in our churches to make better use of the buildings for the arts 
and social purposes.  The first phase of re-ordering the church in Wotton will be completed this 
year and we are excited about developing and using the new space and 
facilities.  
 
While the benefice is twenty years old, we recognise we do very little together. 
Working on this profile and appointment has highlighted common interests, 
characteristics and concerns and how we might support each other in the 
future.  
 
We would like to see the training of curates here continue, along with 
encouraging other formal and lay ministries, including pastoral care.    

 
We recognise the necessity to grow and pass the baton of faith 
onto another generation, and attract new worshippers, but also 
the need to nurture and encourage our current congregations to 
grow in faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
We see this appointment coming at a significant point in the journeys 
of our churches and the lives of our congregations and communities.  
 

 

 
 

“Striving to place Jesus at the centre of all that we do” 
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Our new Vicar 
 

Our town and villages offer much variety, where there are opportunities to get involved in day-to-
day town and village life, as well as church fellowship.  We want you to accept the diversity of the 
journeys our churches are on and bring wisdom, challenge, common sense and clear thinking.   
 

We are looking to you to lead as one of a team in a collegiate manner, which co-ordinates and 
builds the talent of the church teams and brings new people of all ages to faith and the church.  
When addressing key issues, we would prefer you to listen and then lead.   
 

We need you to be a clear communicator with a good sense of humour who enjoys building 
relationships especially with children, young people and young adults, while caring for our older 
congregations.  We anticipate you will be spiritually mature and faithful in prayer and pastoral 
care. 
 

We would like you to have an encouraging and energising presence and be committed to the 
long-term growth of our churches.  We wish you to have the confidence to delegate and enable 
others to develop and use their gifts, thus inspiring and supporting current and future 
congregations. 
 

You should enjoy leading worship in a variety of styles.  We use Common Worship and Book of 
Common Prayer liturgy across the benefice and enjoy music in worship.  We are open to 
developing additional forms of worship.   
 

We appreciate good biblical teaching. Your experience and understanding of the working world 
will help connect worship and teaching to the busy working lives many people have.   
 

We asked the headteachers and children in the two CofE Primary Schools what they wanted to 
see in the new vicar, and they said:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comes to our RE lesson & 
help us understand religions. 

Knows about God 
and believe in Him. 

Has experience working with 
children in other schools. 

Likes children. 

Takes 
assemblies 
sometimes or 
regularly. 

Is involved with 
the community. 

Doesn’t 
shout! 

Joins our ‘Open the Book’ 
acts of worship. 

Supports our 
school values 
& lives them 
.out. 

Knows about the 
people of God & lots 
of Bible stories. 

Knows & follows the 
10 commandments. 

Knows & supports our school. 

Gets to 
know us. 

Can help us….as 
a Governor? 

Creates a child-friendly church. 

“All the believers continued together in close fellowship” 
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Wotton-under-Edge 
 
Wotton is a hospitable and lively place to live, with many of the 
features of small town living and a variety of historic buildings. It has 
a population of approximately 5,700 and provides shops, services, 
entertainment and activities for surrounding villages.   

 
The Grade I-listed church of St. Mary the Virgin is a magnificent medieval 
building, a fine example of a Cotswold ‘wool church’ consecrated in 1283 and 
built on the prosperity of previous generations. Of particular note are its fine 
tower, the Berkeley memorial brasses and the superb Schrider organ on 
which Handel reputedly played. It is the largest building in the town.  
 

The church is open daily and attracts numerous visitors, many walking the 
Cotswold Way. All enjoy the beauty of the building, appreciating the light and 
peaceful space. 

 

Life in Wotton is full and busy with children from the two primary schools and secondary school. 
The town centre is alive with coffee shops, independent shops, restaurants, small supermarkets, 
an auction house (which is often on TV) and hairdressers & barbers! We are proud of our Arts 
Centre, Electric Picture House, Heritage Centre and the number of organisations for children and 
young people. The Baptist Church and the Town Council are involved with youth programmes.  
 

There are numerous sporting activities including football, rugby, hockey, boxing, an outdoor 
swimming pool, tennis, cycling, park running and golf. Members of the congregation are involved 
in many of the town’s organisations, including the Foodbank. St. Mary’s has a presence on the 
high street though the ecumenical Ark coffee shop. We are a Fair Trade Church and support 
Traidcraft.  
 
At St. Mary’s we currently have three formal and 
traditional robed services every Sunday. Average Sunday 
morning attendance is around 70 people, with a further 
30 people attending either early morning Communion or 
Evensong. We run a Family Service once a month. 
Morning prayer happens daily. There are 158 people on 
the Electoral Roll. 
 

St. Nicholas' Church in Ozleworth is a redundant church under the care of the Churches 
Conservation Trust. We hold services on Easter Eve, Corpus Christi and at Christmas. Evening 
Prayer is said on Thursdays.   
 

St. Mary’s has a strong tradition of choral music and we have a salaried Director of Music who 
organises the youth choir and choirs for Eucharist and Evensong. There are regular Sing and Social 
evenings. 
 

St. Mary’s has an active church family who gather to serve, to learn and to 
enjoy fellowship. In addition to worship, we have a range of groups in the 
church from house groups to bell-ringing.   
 
Little Church for toddlers and their parents and carers happens weekly with a 
popular monthly Messy Church. Both groups join in the Pancake Party. Once a 
year a number of church families enjoy camping at the diocesan activity centre 
in the Forest of Dean.   
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In 2018 over 1,000 people attended the Remembrance Sunday Service 
and we had the same number attending the Christingle Services.   
 

Our strong links with the community enabled: Poppies on the Tower 
(2018), Creative Wotton (2017) and The Year of Wool (2016) as well as 
the Church fete, which attracts over 500 people annually.  St. Mary’s 
host the highly-acclaimed Wotton Concert Series, amongst others.  
 

The PCC, LMT and congregations developed a Vision Statement in 2017 which is at the foot of this 
page and has three strands:  

 Faith - Deepen our relationship with God through prayer and worship.  

 Fellowship - Develop our relationship with one another through hospitality, friendship and 
sharing; and  

 Sharing Christ’s love - Be welcoming, accepting and imaginative, live and share the 
transforming love of Christ in our daily lives.   

We have more to do to bring our Vision to life.  
 

We are excited about what the future holds for us in Wotton as we are in the middle of a 
reordering project which will provide new opportunities. We don’t know yet how this change will 
affect our ministries; we’d like to explore this with you, specifically our ministry to working age 
adults, families, children and young people. 

 
 
 
 
We hope our new vicar will work with us to bring our vision to life and develop the church for 
the next generations.  

 
 

  

“We all seek to deepen our faith and fellowship and to share the 
transforming love of Jesus Christ in the community.” 

 

St Mary’s Wotton 

Reproduced by kind permission of the artist – Peter Downs 
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North Nibley 
 
North Nibley is a village two miles north of Wotton-under-Edge, nestling under the promontory on 
which stands the Tyndale Monument. The village has a population of 910 and almost half of the 
households live outside the central nucleus of the village.  It has the attraction of being rural, a 
variety of available housing and easy commuting.    
 
St. Martin’s Church in the main dates back to the fifteenth century. It is thought the barrel-roofed 
side aisle was built by William Lord Berkeley after his victory over Lord de Lisle in the last private 
battle in England (Nibley Green) in 1470. The Church is in a good state of repair. 
 
We have an active PCC, 64 on the Electoral Roll and a Usual Sunday 
Attendance averaging 23. Our Sunday services are at 9.30 in a 
standard pattern each month. 
By far the largest attendance (over 200) is the established 
Christingle Service on Christmas Eve and is the main service to 
attract families with children. 
 
We are fortunate to have a locally born Associate Priest, who takes the majority of our services. 
He is guiding Churches Together and takes the leading role in pastoral care and outreach within 
the village. 
 

Churches Together is a recent initiative with the reopened 
Congregational Chapel and has developed joint activities mainly at 
Christmas, during Lent, Easter and at Remembrance. Messy Church is 
held bi-monthly as a collaborative offer to young families. 
 
The majority of visitors to the village will either be passing through 
on the Cotswold Way, or be part of the 5,000 attending the annual 

Music Festival (in earlier years a similar number would have attended the annual Steam Rally at 
the height of its popularity). Both the Festival and Rally have provided important sources of 
income for the Church either through the provision of tea and cake or in the form of grants.  
Churches Together provides a Tent for Reflection at the Music Festival. 
 
A major focal point of the village is the CofE Primary School. St. Martin’s has very good relations 

with the school. Foundation Governors and others lead the weekly 
‘Open the Book’ in school, and interactive ‘Experiences’ in Church 
at Christmas, Easter, Pentecost and Harvest. The headteacher is 
very keen that the new vicar will be an active presence in the 
school. 
 
A village newsletter ‘On The Edge’, begun by church members in 
1994 is delivered free to all households and carries a regular 
church page. 

 

We hope our new vicar will accept where we are and gently guide us to where we might be. 
 

www.northnibleychurch.uk 

 

 
“Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee” 
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Alderley with Tresham  
 

Alderley and Tresham are attractive Cotswold hamlets a few miles 
from Wotton. Alderley is set on the Cotswold Way with the majority 
of houses situated close to the church with a scattering of dwellings 
along the valleys. Up the escarpment from Alderley, the lane winds 
round the head of a beautiful valley with the old stone houses of 
Tresham strung like beads on a necklace. 

 
The populations of Alderley and Tresham are approximately 75 and 90. People work on local 
farms, from home, or in nearby towns and cities.  Several are retired, having lived here for 
decades, and are involved in a variety of voluntary activities locally or further afield. 
 
There are currently 50 people on the electoral roll for the parish. A communion 
service is held at each church once a month on alternate fortnights, attended by 
an average of 23 at Alderley and 10 at Tresham, from all denominations, 
followed by refreshments. Attendance rises to over 100 at the Christmas and 
Easter services. At Christmas each church enjoys a ‘pop-up’ orchestra and choir 
composed of friends and relatives of local families, and the Easter service is 
followed by an egg hunt.   

 
St. Kenelm’s is a Georgian, grade II listed church, built in 1802 whilst the tower dates back to 1450. 
The small church building in Tresham is a chapel of ease to St. Kenelm’s; also grade II listed, it is of 

a simple 1855 neo-Norman design. Both churches are open each day 
and receive a regular flow of visitors who often leave comments 
appreciating the peace and tranquillity. The churches are lovingly 
maintained and cared for by the local communities, both attendees 
and non-attendees, with rotas for flowers, mowing of the churchyard 
and working parties to clean and decorate.  
 
Both churches are fortunate to be supported financially by their 
communities, regardless of church attendance. Social fund-raising 
events are held through the year and St. Kenelm’s has a good uptake 
of the Parish Giving Scheme.  

 
As our only public buildings, we use our churches as much as we 
can to bring people together both in worship and fellowship. 
Tresham has begun to plan a possible re-ordering of the building 
to allow its use for social activities as well as worship. There is a 
good deal of encouragement for this within the village and from 
the Diocese, but planning is in its early stages.   
 
 
 
We hope our new vicar will help us return the churches to being central to wider village life. 
 

www.tresham.org.uk 

  

“I lift up my eyes to the hills” 
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Governance and Finance 
 
The PCC in Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth has 15 elected lay 
members and meets bi-monthly. The Finance Committee meets 
alternate months to the PCC with the standing committee meeting 
when required. There are 2 churchwardens, 2 deanery synod 
representatives and a safeguarding officer. 
North Nibley has 10 elected lay members, meeting bi-monthly. 
Although there is no standing committee, post-worship meetings 
occur when required.  There is 1 church warden. 
Alderley with Tresham PCC has 9 elected lay members and meets a 
few times a year with further discussions made as needed by email. 
They each have 1 church warden. 

 

The benefice employs an administrator (working from St. Mary’s 
parish office) on a part-time basis and there is also a sacristan. 
There is a Local Ministry Team (LMT) at St. Mary’s with 6 lay 
members, 2 churchwardens and 2 clergy.  
 

The Tyndale Benefice is typical of many, in that financial stewardship reflects church attendance. 
Congregations support through a variety of methods including the Parish Giving Scheme and cash 
collections. A significant amount is gift-aided. Over 4 Sundays last summer at St. Mary’s, instead of 
sermons, congregations had discussions about the relationship between understanding God’s 
generosity and our practical responses to giving. 
 

Among the patrons of the benefice are the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, Oxford.  Christ 
Church is in the happy position of being able to support the incumbents of its ninety livings 
through the revenues of the Dr South Trust, which is able to assist with grants for study, 
administration and holidays, as well as offering a biennial conference and loans for the purchase 
of a car. 
 

Across the benefice, the 3 parishes fulfil their annual financial commitments, which for 2018 was 
£78,719.  However, Wotton has, in several recent years, needed to cover a shortfall in its budget 
by drawing on the income from its reserves.  Each parish submits separate accounts. St. Martin’s 
and St. Mary’s have healthy fabric funds which are able to cope with any problems recent 
quinquennials have identified. The five churches in the benefice are all in good order. The 
Churches Conservation Trust maintains St. Nicholas, Ozleworth. 
 

St. Mary’s re-ordering project has been able to raise £100,000 in funds which enables the first 
phase’s completion by Easter 2019. This stage involves the removal of a substantial number of 
Victorian pews which will provide the open space for 2 toilets, a servery and chair-storage. The 
fund raising from a variety of projects, events and donations continues.  

 

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals in 2018 
 St. Mary’s St. Martin’s St. Kenelm’s Chapel of Ease 

Weddings 5 1 1 1 

Baptisms/Thanksgivings 9 5 2 - 

Funerals/Thanksgivings 12 2 2 - 

“I will praise you Lord, with all my heart” 
 

The Tyndale Benefice website:  www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk 

http://www.wottonparishchurch.org.uk/
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The Vicarage 
 
This is an attractive 18th century large family house with well proportioned rooms and a lovely 
garden adjoining the church.   
 
On the ground floor are three reception rooms, cloakroom and kitchen with a gas-fired Aga 
cooker, pantry and scullery. On the first floor are four bedrooms, and a bathroom.  The second 
floor provides a further three bedrooms a bathroom and a kitchenette. 
 
Outside, as well as a large walled garden are a variety of outbuildings including a greenhouse, 
workshop and a double garage. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“O Lord, you have always been our home” 

View from the vicarage front door 

View from vicarage entrance gate 
back to St. Mary’s church 

View of Vicarage with St. Mary’s 
bell tower covered in poppies 


